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EDUCATION

Currently		Ph.D.  Sociology, University of Notre Dame
Dissertation: “Friend or Foe? Religion and Ethnicity’s Role in Latinx    
Americans’ Attitudes Towards Immigration in the United States”
Committee: Kraig Beyerlein (chair), Rory McVeigh, Dana Moss, and
Lloyd Barba 

2023			M.A.  Sociology, University of Notre Dame
Thesis: “The Importance of Faith: Religion and Latinx Americans’  
Attitudes Toward Immigration Policy” 
Committee: Kraig Beyerlein (chair), David Sikkink, and 
Ricardo Martinez-Schuldt

2021 			B.A.  Latinx and Latin American Studies, Amherst College 
Magna Cum Laude

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

Sociology of Race & Ethnicity, US Immigration, Sociology of Religion, Political Sociology, Latinx Sociology, Quantitative and Qualitative Methods 

PUBLICATIONS 

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles 

2025	Rodriguez, Manuel. “The Latinx Religious Red Surge?” Latinx Talk.

2025	Beyerlein, Kraig and Manuel Rodriguez. “The Role of Congregation-Level Factors for Explaining Variation in Religious Leaders’ Political Activism.” Sociological Focus 58(3): 304–322. 

2022	Schmalzbauer, Leah and Manuel Rodriguez. “Pathways to Mobility: Family and Education in the Lives of Latinx Youth.” Qualitative Sociology 46: 21-46. 

Manuscripts in Progress 

Rodriguez, Manuel. “Epistemic Exclusion: Latinx Religion and its Underrepresentation within Sociology of Religion Journals.” 

Rodriguez, Manuel. “Faith and Immigration: How Religion Shapes Latinxs’ Attitudes Towards Immigration.” 

Rodriguez, Manuel. “Who is To Blame? Latinx People’s Use of Moral Boundaries on the US Immigration Legal System” 

Rodriguez, Manuel. “Under Fire: How Status-Based Identity Threats Shape the Political Behavior of Latinx Voters in West Texas.” 

Adem, Muna, Denise Ambriz, and Manuel Rodriguez. “Beyond the Ballot: Immigration Attitudes and Everyday Allocative Behavior.” 

Public Publications 

2020	Rodriguez, Manuel. “Sanctuary Behavior: On the Eve of the New Sanctuary Movement.” Amherst College Sanctuary Website. https://sanctuary.wordpress.amherst.edu/columns/faith_history_theology/manuel-rodriguez/ 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS

External Sources 

2025	Social Science Research Council – Mellon Mays Graduate Studies Enhancement Grant 
($1,600)
2024	Social Science Research Council – Mellon Mays Predoctoral Research Development Grant ($2,900) 
2023	Social Science Research Council – Mellon Mays Graduate Studies Enhancement Grant ($2,000)
2023	National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
2023	Honorable Mention, Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship
2021	Amherst Memorial Fellowship, Amherst College ($4,300)
2019	Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship

University of Notre Dame 

2026	Franco Family Institute’s American Dream Grant ($5,000) 
2025	Institute for Latino Studies Research Grant ($2,000) 
2025	Franco Family Institute’s Dissertation Fellows Program 
2025	Center for the Study of Religion and Society’s William V. D’Antonio Award for Graduate Student Excellence in the Sociology of Religion
2024	Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts’ Graduate Student Research Award ($4,000)
2024	Institute for Latino Studies’ José E. Limón Best Paper in Latino Studies
2022	Institute for Latino Studies’ José E. Limón Best Paper in Latino Studies
2021	Joseph Gaia Distinguished Fellowship in Latino Studies

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2026	Rodriguez, Manuel. Status Threat and Maintenance: How Religion Shapes Latinx Political Behavior in the US,” Annual Meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, New York City, NY, August. 
2026	Adem, Muna, Denise Ambriz, Manuel Rodriguez. “Beyond the Ballot: Immigration Attitudes and Everyday Allocative Behavior,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York City, NY, August. 
2025	Rodriguez, Manuel. “Friend or Foe? How Religion and Ethnicity Shape Latinx Americans’ Attitudes Towards Immigrants & Immigration,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, August. 
2024	Rodriguez, Manuel. “Epistemic Exclusion: Latinx Religion and its Underrepresentation within Sociology,” Annual Meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. August. 
2024	Rodriguez, Manuel. “Love Thy Neighbor?: Religion and Latinxs’ Attitudes Toward Immigration Policy,” Latinx Studies Association 2024 Conference, Tempe, AZ. April.
2023	Beyerlein, Kraig and Manuel Rodriguez. “The Role of Congregation-Level Factors for Explaining Variation in Religious Leaders’ Political Activism,” Annual Meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion & Religious Research Association, Salt Lake City, UT. October.
2023	Rodriguez, Manuel. “The Importance of Faith: Religion and Latinx Americans’ Attitudes Toward Immigration Policy,” Annual Meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, Philadelphia, PA. August.
2023	Rodriguez, Manuel. “Latinxs, Religion, and Border Policy Preferences: Is the importance of religion in daily life related to Latinx Americans’ immigration attitudes?” Social Science Research Council-Mellon Mays Summer Conference, Austin, TX. June.
2022	Schmalzbauer, Leah and Manuel Rodriguez. “Pathways to Exceptional Mobility: Education and the Latinx Second Generation” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA. August.

INVITED LECTURES AND TALKS

2025	Invited Lecture. “Latinx Religion and Politics.” Department of Sociology and Criminology, University of North Carolina – Wilmington, Wilmington, NC. November.
2024	Invited Speaker. Summer Bridge Research Institute. Amherst College, Amherst, MA. June.
2024	Invited Speaker. Whittier College Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Summer Workshop. Whittier College, Whittier, CA. June.	
2023	Invited Panelist. “Meanings of Mobility: Family, Education, and Immigration in the Lives of Latino Youth.” Book Talk. Amherst College, MA, October. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2021-2024	Research Assistant for project “Chicago Congregations Project.” Primary Investigator: Kraig Beyerlein, Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame 

2019-2021	Research Assistant for project “Meanings of Mobility: Family, Immigration, and the Rise of the New Latino Elite.” Primary Investigator: Leah Schmalzbauer, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Amherst College. 

SERVICE 

To the Profession 

2025-2026	Council Student Member, Section on the Sociology of Religion, American Sociological Association
2023		Graduate Student Ambassador, 2023 Annual Meeting for the Society for the
Scientific Study of Religion         

To the Public

2021-2026	Mentor, Mentor Matching Engine, Illinois Science & Technology Coalition
2020		Volunteer English Teacher Assistant, Colegio Americano, Mérida, Yucatán,
México      

To the University and Department 

2025-2026	Committee Member, Graduate Studies Committee, Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame
2023-2025	Organizer, Institute for Latino Studies’ Graduate Student Working Group, University of Notre Dame
2022-2024	Committee Member, Committee for the Advancement of Diversity and 
Inclusion, Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 

American Sociological Association 
Section Member: Sociology of Religion, Latina/o Sociology, Section on Racial & Ethnic Minorities, and Political Sociology
Association for the Sociology of Religion
University of Notre Dame Initiative on Race and Resilience

TECHNICAL SKILLS AND QUALIFICATIONS 

Stata; R (proficient); Spanish fluent; Dedoose; Qualtrics

REFERENCES

Available upon request
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