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EDUCATION

2026	Ph.D (ABD) Sociology, University of Notre Dame
2023	M.A. Sociology, University of Notre Dame
2020	B.A. Sociology, Tufts University


PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles
2023	Miel, Karen, Rebecca Swanson, Merredith Portsmore, Kelli Paul, Elizabeth Moison, Jungsun Kim, Adam Maltese. 2023. “Characterizing Engineering Outreach Educators’ Talk Moves: An Exploratory Framework.” Journal of Engineering Education 112(2): 337-364.  Https://doi.org/10.1002/jee.20514.

Manuscripts in Preparation
Make Innocence Great Again: Innocence and Childhood in MAGA Censorship Discourse
Ambivalence and Ambiguity in Gender: Nonbinary Young Adults’ Constructions of Self


GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2025	Leadership Advancing Socially Engaged Research, University of Notre Dame, AY 25-26, $3,000
2025	Graduate Student Research Award, Franco Institute, University of Notre Dame, $4,000
2025 	Conference Presentation Grant, Graduate Student Government, University of Notre Dame, $400
2023	Graduate Student Research Award, Franco Institute, University of Notre Dame, $4,000
2023	Graduate Justice Fellow, Center for Social Concerns, University of Notre Dame, AY 23-24, $3,000
2023	Conference Presentation Grant, Graduate Student Government, University of Notre Dame, $400
2020	Presidential Fellowship, Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame, 2020-2025, $25,000


CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

Papers Presented
2025	Modern-Day Book Banning: At the Intersection of Race, Gender, and Sexuality with Childhood. American Sociological Association
2024	Identity Concessions: Motivations and Experiences in Interactions. Sociologists for Women in Society Winter Meeting
 2023	A Bridge to Utopia: Spanning the Gap Between the Utopia and the Everyday with Imagination. Sociologists for Women in Society, Student and Junior Community Scholar Symposium 
2021	(Dis)Engagement: The Changing Relationship Between GSAs, Emotion, and Politics. American Sociological Association,
2021	Mental Health Across Gender and Sexualities. American Sociological Association. With Joel Mittleman.
2020	Characterizing Engineering Outreach Ambassadors' Teaching Moves during Engineering Design Activities. American Society for Engineering Education. Best Paper Award for the ASEE Pre-College Engineering Education Division.

Discussant
2025	Gender and Education Table, American Sociological Association


DEPARTMENTAL TALKS

2023	Ambiguous Identities: Nonbinary Individuals’ Experiences with Crafting an Ungendered Self. Department of Sociology, University of Notre Dame. May 4th


TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Notre Dame
Instructor: Introduction to Social Problems (Fall 25)
Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Social Problems (Spring 25)

Morton College
Instructor: Introduction to Sociology (Fall 26)
Instructor: The Family (Fall 26)

Teaching Credentials
Striving for Excellence in College and University Teaching, Kaneb Center for Teaching Excellence (2025)


SERVICE TO PROFESSION

2025	Reviewer- Sociology of Education
2023-2025	Mentorship Committee. Sociologists Working Everywhere, American Sociological Association
2025	Admissions Committee, Organizing Committee. Chicago Ethnography Conference


UNIVERSITY SERVICE	

2023-2025	Peer Mentor, Department of Sociology
2021-2023	Graduate Student Government Representative: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Subcommittee, Social Life Subcommittee, 2021-2022
2021-2022	Founding Member, Officer. GradientND (Graduate Student LGBTQ+ Organization)	
2021-2022	Graduate Student Representative to Faculty. Department of Sociology, Notre Dame


RELATED PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANTSHIPS

2026-2027	Graduate Assistant, Kaneb Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Notre Dame
2026-2027	Graduate Assistant, Franco Institute for the Study of Liberal Arts, University of Notre Dame
2022-2023	Research Assistant, Simone Zhang
2020-2022	Research Assistant, Joel Mittleman


TEACHING AREAS

Topics Prepared to Teach
Intro to Sociology
Intro to Social Problems
The Family
Gender and Sexuality
Social Movements
Race and Ethnicity

Modes Prepared to Teach
F2F
Hybrid
Online- Synchronous


LANGUAGES

Spanish, reading: good
Mandarin, reading: with dictionary


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Sociological Association
Sociologists for Women in Society
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues
National Women’s Studies Association
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