
Student #1 Culture Area Exam -October 2018 

Day 1: 

Pragmatism & Semiotics 
In 1984, anthropologist Sherry Ortner pronounced “practice” as the conceptual symbol that 
encompassed two decades’ worth of theoretical advances in her field in its orbit. Can we say that 
the concept of the “problem” has played an analogous orienting role in sociological theorizing 
about culture? If so, how? What might the concept of the problem reveal about culture? What 
might it conceal? 

Embodiment 
Although the notion of embodiment can be traced back to the French sociological classics, it had 
been relatively neglected until recently, when, in the wake of the cultural turn, sociologists 
became more attuned to the role of the body and cognition in social life. In what ways has the 
literature on embodiment advanced our understanding, specifically, of socialization as a cultural 
process? 
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Day 2:  

Culture & Action 
How has sociological theory and research on culture advanced our understanding of what 
enables and constrains human action? Can culture motivate action? 

Categories & Classification 
In what ways does the literature on the roles of categories and narratives in the social 
construction of identity help to resolve debates about the relationship between metaphor and 
cognition? 



Student #2 Culture Area Exam -October 2018

Day 1: 

Theories of Events and Rituals 
How does the study of ritual contribute to our understanding of the cultural reproduction and 
change of social relationships?  

Structure and Agency 
Debates about the role of culture in the relationship between structure and agency have a lineage 
back to founders of sociology. How do their influences continue to shape our understandings of 
culture in contemporary structure/agency debates?  
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Day 2: 

Materiality and the Embodied Self 
How and in what contexts do material objects signal or manifest (meaning become part of) the 
self?  

Civic Culture 
What are the conditions that lead to and the consequences of public deliberation? 
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