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Part I (Day 1). 

Answer two of the following four questions. 

1. Over the history of studying social movements, we have assumed that activists are primarily 

irrational, highly rational, and non-rational/emotional. How have these different assumptions 

figured into the ways we investigate and theorize social movements? 

 

2. Sociologists tend to be more successful if they do not read too narrowly and consider how key 

issues emphasized in some subfields are useful for understanding a broad range of issues. Draw 

on the social movement literature to describe how ideas generated to explain something 

pertaining to social movements could be applied in a study of a research question unrelated to 

social movements. 

 

3. Arguably the most important micro-level question in the field is why some people but not 

others participate in protest and related activism. Drawing on the relevant scholarly literature, 

discuss the various factors that explain differential participation. What factors in the extant 

scholarship do you find most convincing for understanding differences between activists and 

non-activists? Least convincing? What factors would you recommend that future research on 

differential participation focus and why? 
 
4. After having read thousands of pages of scholarship in preparation for this exam, describe an 

area of inquiry that you think social movement scholars now understand very well. Describe 

another important area of inquiry that you think sociologists’ understanding is weak. After 

thinking about your answer to these two questions, discuss how the work that you will be doing 

over the next thirty years will help us to better understand issues related to social movements. 

 

 

 



Part II (Day 2). 

Answer two of the following four questions. 

1. Use the literature to discuss the extent to which different theories are needed to explain the 

emergence of different kinds of social movements. You might argue that all social movements 

have the same general causes. If you do not feel that is the case, specify the key difference or 

differences among social movements that require different theoretical tools to understand them 

2. The different methods for studying social movements have various strengths and weaknesses. 

Discuss these methods and their strengths and weaknesses. Then, present an argument for how 

we can integrate the different methods to advance scholarship on social movements. 

3. Does research show that social movements generally have consequences? If so, what specific 

consequences do social movements have? What are the leading explanations for why social 

movements matter? Do you agree or disagree with these explanations? What do you see as the 

biggest theoretical or empirical challenge to establishing that social movements matter? 

4. Discuss what we have learned from studying social movements outside of the United States 

that could not have been well-understood by restricting our focus to U.S. social movements. Are 

there additional things we could learn by engaging in more research outside of the United States? 


