
Race and Ethnicity Qualifying Exam-  Spring 2016 

Area Exam: Race and Ethnicity 

The Race and Ethnicity Qualifying Exam will be comprised of two four-hour sessions with two 
different sets of questions offered in each of the sessions. The first session will focus on core topics 
in the sociology of race, and the second on the student's selected special-interest topics. 

Each session requires students to answer two or three (2-3) out of two to four (2-4) possible 
questions. You will develop essay answers to the questions, organizing support of a central thesis 
through discussion and assessment of their readings. At the conclusion of the exam period, you will 
communicate your essays to the administrative assistant. You may use an un-annotated copy of your 
reading list during the exam for reference, as provided by the administrative assistant. 

As in your memos, we will expect you to draw from your reading lists both broadly and deeply to 
construct an essay in response to the question(s) posed. We strongly suggest that you take the time 
to outline your response before writing, as we will take essay coherence and strength of argument 
into account. A strong command of the literature and understanding of core arguments in the field 
are expected. Good luck! 

Day 1: You must complete two essay questions. The first question is required. You may 

choose between two questions for the second essay. 

Required Questions: 

1) What is race? What is ethnicity? Are these distinct concepts? How have they emerged over
time? What is the relationship of race to ethnicity? How is race created, mobilized, and
reproduced? How is ethnicity created, mobilized, and reproduced? To what extent are race
and ethnicity interchangeable as concepts? Please be sure to think about these concepts
critically, as both scholarly and folk concepts; historically and contemporarily; comparatively;
as ideologies; and as a set of intergroup relations.

Please choose one: 

2) What role does the State play in managing, measuring, and producing racial categories? Is the

(western liberal) State inherently racial? How does the State transmit racial advantage or

disadvantage? In particular, consider how governments and government institutions, such as

the criminal justice system, education, and the law, are implicated in the process of race

making and racial inequality.

3) How do theories of immigration and assimilation contribute to our understanding of racial

formation and racial inequality in the United States? What is the relationship between

immigration, politics, and group mobilization in the construction of U.S. citizenship and

ethnoracial categories? How have varied histories of migration framed discussions of race

and belonging? Who has been included or excluded in the U.S. conception of social

citizenship? How does immigration affect intergroup relations?
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Day 2: You must complete two essay questions. The first question is required. You may 

choose between two questions for the second essay. 

Required Question: 

1) Culture and structure have both been used as explanations for differences in life outcomes
of racial/ ethnic groups. Critically analyze the arguments for these two sources of inequality.
How are they similar? How are they distinct? Then, use empirical evidence to argue the
relative validity of cultural and structural arguments as sources of inequality.

Please choose one: 

2) Racial inequality in the realm of education has been widely considered one of the most
important social problems in United States history. Scholars have spent considerable time
and research attempting to explain and account for achievement gaps between racial groups,
especially blacks and whites. Critically evaluate the theoretical explanations for racial
inequality in education, identifying areas where scholars disagree and assess the empirical
evidence in support or in opposition to these theoretical explanations.

3) Racial formation theories, boundary formation frameworks, and ethnic formation theories
have highlighted the ways in which race and ethnicity are produced over time. How are racial
groups formed, created, and inhabited? Is the process of multiracial group formation,
specifically, any different from monoracial group formation? Are multiracials changing or
challenging the concept of race? How might our empirical research better account for the
growing population of multiracials and the racial formation process?
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