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OVERALL SCOPE OF AND EXPECTATIONS FOR THE EXAM

Sociologists studying social movements are fundaatigrinterested in explaining why social
movements emerge (and why individuals participatiném), how they develop and interact
with other actors in their environments, what matkesn successful (or not) at achieving their
goals, and how their activities affect the broagtsrial and political landscapes. Increasingly,
social movement scholars are sensitive to the teeadcount for transnational and global
processes and institutions when considering thesstipns. Below are some broad questions
that researchers in this area seek to answer hethries and empirical research:

* How is social movement emergence related to brosm®al, political, and economic
processes?

* What explains variation in individual decisiongaarticipate (or not) in social
movements?

* How should we think about social movement outconWkat factors influence the
success or failure of social movements and thenizgdons that comprise them?

* What is the relationship between social movememdscalture? What affects movement
actors’ choices about how to frame issues?

* How is social movement activity related to the loera(global, regional, and/or national)
political economy and institutional context?

* How do movements shape collective identities?

* How do efforts by state authorities or other grotgpeepress social movements affect
movement mobilization and other outcomes?

Students will be expected to be familiar with th&dry and roots of the field, including theories
of collective behavior and social-psychological ey@ehes, as well as the dominant theoretical
perspectives and the latest empirical researdmerii¢ld. Much work on social movements has
been done by experts in fields other than sociology, anthropology, psychology, political
science). While students are not expected to mtsaelevant literature from fields outside of
sociology for this exam, they should be familiathwiesearch from other disciplines when it



clearly intersects with sociological work in thi®a. Finally, students should understand
important methodological innovations and debatekiwiour field of study.

EXAM PREPARATION
USE OF READING LISTS

The committee provides a general reading list fiodents interested in taking this area. Itis
suggested that students consult with their advigbeagit how to use this list as they begin
preparing for this exam. (See attached at the étidsodocument.)

REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED COURSES

Graduate level courses on social movements anetdelapics are offered on a regular basis in
the department. These courses are extraordinaaiilyable for preparing for the social
movement area exam. Also, participation in sociavement training seminars, which are
offered every semester and can be taken multiplesj will also help you to prepare for the area
exam and are strongly recommended.

EXAM FORMAT

The exam is typically divided into four sectionadastudents will be asked to choose one
guestion of two in each section. However, the cottemimay alsoequire students to answer
specific questions. Some questions from past exaaysappear again on future exams (perhaps
with modifications), but the majority of questiongl be new questions. Students will not be
asked to write possible exam questions.

EXAM SCHEDULING

The committee will write and offer ONLY ONE EXAM psemester. If students fail the exam,
they must wait until the next semester before tinay retake this exam.

EXPECTATIONS REGARDING CITATIONS

The committee prefers that students follow ASA glirtes regarding citations: author(s) and
year of publication are preferable. Students me#anemorize the titles of articles, but you
should be able to provide enough information sav@rars know what you're referring to.

MISCELLANEOUS



EXAM RESULTS
POLICIES REGARDING RE-WRITES

Students will be assigned one of three gradeshfar exam: pass with distinction, pass, or fail.
Students willnot be allowed to rewrite parts of their exams in otdechange a failing grade to
a passing one.

FEEDBACK

The examining committee will make every effort toyade results to students within three
weeks of exams. This time frame may be amended foritne exam for exams in the summer or
if members of the examination committee requiraistiipents to this schedule. The student will
be notified of the results by e-mail. The studeilttiven be asked to schedule a meeting with the
committee chair to discuss both strengths and wessas of the students’ performance. This
meeting will be scheduled for all students, regessllof whether they pass or fail the exam.
Other committee members may provide written feekiba@ach student, or they may set up a
separate meeting to discuss the students’ examarpahce. This decision will be left at the
discretion of faculty on the committee.



ATTACHMENTS

Social Movements Area Exam Reading L ist

(revised August 2008)

Note: Graduate students who elect to take the SocialedM@nts Area Exam are expected to be
familiar with the debates in the entire social nmoeat literature. This includes works not
included on this list. This list is intended toiasstudents by identifying some of the
more important readings. Students may wish toubhso recent edited collections of
topical reviews in the field for guidance on reckterature:Handbook of Social
Movements: Social Movements Across DiscipliBest Klandermans and Connie
Roggeband, Eds. (2007, Springer) ding Blackwell Companion to Social Movements
David Snow, Sarah Soule, and Hanspeter Kriesi,(@084, Blackwell).

Amenta, Edwin, Bruce Carruthers, and Yvonne Zyla892. “A Hero for the Aged? The
Townsend Movement, the Political Mediation Modelddhe U.S. Old-Age Policy,
1934-1950.American Journal of Sociolod8(2): 308-99.

Andrews, Kenneth. 1997. “The Impact of Social Mmeaits on the Political Process: The Civil
Rights Movement and Black Electoral Politics in BMssippi. American Sociological
Review62(5): 800-19.

Armstrong, Elizabeth A. and Mary Bernstein. 2008ulture, Power, and Institutions: A Multi-
Institutional Politics Approach to Social MovemehitSociological Theorp6:74-99.

Arendt, Hannah. 1968 [1951] he Origins of TotalitarianisrNew ed. San Diego, CA:
Harcourt.

Beisel, Nicola. 1997mperiled InnocentsAnthony Comstock and Family Reproduction in
Victorian America Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Benford, Robert D. 1993. “Frame Disputes within theclear Disarmament MovementSocial
Forces71(3): 677-702.

.1997. “An Insider’s Critique of the Social Movenmté-raming Perspective.”
Sociological Inquiry67(4): 409-30.

Robert D. Benford, and David A. Snow 2000. “FragnRrocesses and Social Movements: An
Overview and Assessment&nnual Review of Sociolo@6: 611-39.

Bernstein, Mary. 1997. “Celebration and Suppressidre Strategic Uses of Identity by the
Lesbian and Gay Movement&merican Journal of Sociology03(3): 531-65.



Buechler, Steven. 200Bocial Movements in Advanced Capitalism: The RalitEconomy and
Cultural Construction of Social ActivismNew York: Oxford University Press.

Clemens, Elisabeth. 1993. “Organizational Repestoand Institutional Change: Women’s
Groups and the Transformation of U.S. Politics,8920.” American Journal of
Sociology98(4): 755-798.

Cress, Daniel, and David Snow. 2000. "The Outcoofi¢tomeless Mobilization: The Influence
of Organization, Disruption, Political MediatiomaFraming." American Journal of
Sociologyl05(4): 1063-1104.

Curtis, Russell, and Louis Zurcher. 1973. “Stabés®&urces of Protest Movements: The Multi-
organizational Field."Social Force$2(1): 53-61.

Einwohner, Rachel. 2003. “Opportunity, Honor, anttidn in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of
1943.” American Journal of Sociologhy09(3): 650-675.

Fireman, Bruce, and William Gamson. 1979. "UtilgarLogic in the Resource Mobilization
Perspective." Pp. 8-44 ithe Dynamics of Social Movemergdited by Mayer Zald and
John McCarthy. Cambridge, MA: Winthrop.

Gamson, William. 1990 [1975The Strategy of Social Prote2ind ed. Belmont, CA:
Wadsworth.

Gaventa, John. 198Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebatlian Appalachian
Valley. Urbana: University of lllinois Press.

Giugni, Marco, Doug McAdam, and Charles Tilly, etl899.How Social Movements Matter
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Goodwin, Jeff. 2001No Other Way Out: States and Revolutionary Movesnd®45-1991
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Goodwin, Jeff, and James Jasper. 200& Social Movement Reader: Cases and Conclpts
York: Blackwell.

Gould, Roger V. 1991. “Multiple Networks and Mbipation in the Paris Commune, 1871.”
American Sociological Revie®6(6): 716-729.

. 1993. "Collective Action and Network Structurérherican Sociological Review
58(2): 182-96.

Granovetter, Mark. 1973. "The Strength of Weak Ti@snerican Journal of Sociology8(6):
1360-80.



Granovetter, Mark. 1978. “Threshold Models of Cdilee Behavior.”American Journal of
Sociology83(6): 1420-43.

Gurr, Ted. 1970Why Men RebelPrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
Jasper, James. 199The Art of Moral Protest Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Jenkins, J. Craig, and Charles Perrow. 1977. tiency of the Powerless: Farm Worker
Movements, 1946-1972American Sociological Revief2(2): 249-268.

Jenkins, J. Craig, and Craig Eckert. 1986. “Cleting Black Insurgency: Elite Patronage and
Professional Social Movement Organizations in tegdlopment of the Black
Movement.”American Sociological Reviebi (6): 812-29.

Kim, Hyojoung, and Peter Bearman. 1997. “The Stmecaind Dynamics of Movement
Participation.”American Sociological Revie®2(1): 70-93.

Klandermans, Bert. 199The Social Psychology of ProtesWlinneapolis, MN: University of
Minnesota Press.

Klandermans, Bert and Suzanne Staggenborg, ed2. @@fhods of Social Movement Research
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press.

Lichterman, Paul. 1995. "Piecing Together Multiatdd Community: Cultural Differences in
Community Building Among Grass-Roots Environmerstali’Social Problem#2:513-
534.

Loveman, Mara. 1998. “High-Risk Collective Actidbefending Human Rights in Chile,

Uruguay, and ArgentinaAmerican Journal of Sociology04(2): 477-525.

Luker, Kristin. 1984 Abortion and the Politics of Motherhooderkeley: University of
California Press.

Marshall, Susan. 1986. “In Defense of Separate i#gh€lass and Status Politics in the
Antisuffrage Movement.”Social Force$5(2): 327-51.

Marwell, Gerald, and Pamela Oliver. 199Bnhe Critical Mass in Collective Action: A Micro-
Social Theory Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Markoff, John. 1996Waves of Democracy: Social Movements and Poliidange Thousand
Oaks: Pine Forge Press.

Marx, Gary T. 1979. “External Efforts to Damagd-acilitate Social Movements: Some
Patterns, Explanations, Outcomes, and ComplicatioRp. 94-125 irThe Dynamics of
Social Movements: Resource Mobilization, Socialt@bmnd Tacticsedited byMayer
N. Zald and John D. McCarthy. Cambridge, MA: Wirir



McAdam, Doug. 1999 [1982Political Process and the Development of Black tgsacy,
1930-19702nd edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press

. 1983. "Tactical Innovation and the Pace of Inenny."American Sociological Review
48(6): 735-54.

. 1986. "Recruitment to High-Risk Activism: Tha$g of Freedom Summer."”
American Journal of Sociolog®2(1): 64-90.

. 1988.Freedom SummerNew York: Oxford University Press.

McAdam, Doug, John D. McCarthy, and Mayer N. Zdl8ocial Movements.” Pp. 695-737 in
Handbook of Sociologydited by Neil Smelser. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

McAdam, Doug, and Ronnelle Paulsen. 1993. “Speauifyhe Relationship Between Social Ties
and Activism.”American Journal of Sociolod9(3): 640-67.

McAdam, Doug, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly, .€2301.Dynamics of Contention
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

McCammon, Holly J., Karen E. Campbell, Ellen M. @yarg, and Christine Mowery. 2001.
“How Movements Win: Gendered Opportunity Structuaed U.S. Women'’s Suffrage
Movements, 1866 to 19198merican Sociological Revie®6(1): 49-70.

McCarthy, John D., and Mayer N. Zald. 19T8e Trend of Social Movements in America:
Professionalization and Resource Mobilizatiddorristown, NJ: General Learning.

.1977. "Resource Mobilization and Social MovemeAt®artial Theory."American
Journal of Sociologpg2(6): 1212-41.

McCarthy, John D., Clark McPhail, and Jackie Smi®06. “Images of Protest: Dimensions of
Selection Bias in Media Coverage of Washington Destrations, 1982 and 1991.”
American Sociological Revie®i (3): 478-99.

McVeigh, Rory. 1999. "Structural Incentives for Genvative Mobilization: Power Devaluation
and the Rise of the Ku Klux Klan, 1915-19250cial Forces7(4): 1461-96.

. 2004. “Structured Ignorance and Organized Raanstine United States.Social
Forces82(3): 895-936.

. 2006. “Structural Influences on Activism andr@e: Identifying the Social Structure of
Discontent” American Journal of Sociologyl2: 510-566..

McVeigh, Rory, Daniel J. Myers, and David Sikkir#04. "Corn, Klansmen, and Coolidge:
Structure and Framing in Social Movemengatial Forces83(2): 653-90.



McVeigh, Rory, Michael R. Welch, and Thoroddur Bjason. 2003. “Hate Crime Reporting as a
Successful Social Movement OutcomArherican Sociological Revie®8(6): 843-67.

Meyer, David S., and Susan Staggenborg. 1996. “khevds, Countermovements, and the
Structure of Political OpportunityAmerican Journal of Sociologh01(6): 1628-60.

Meyer, David S. and Debra C. Minkoff. 2004. "Contceglizing Political Opportunity.Social
Forces82:1457-1492.

Minkoff, Debra C. 1997. "The Sequencing of Sociawdments.’American Sociological
Review62:779-799.

Morris, Aldon. 1981. “Black Southern Student BitMovement: An Analysis of Internal
Organization.”American Sociological Revied6(6): 744-67.

. 1986.0rigins of the Civil Rights Movement: Black Comntiesi Organizing for
Change New York: Free Press.

Myers, Daniel J. 1997. “Racial Rioting in the 1868n Event History Analysis of Local
Conditions.”American Sociological Revieg2(1): 94-112.

. 2000. “The Diffusion of Collective Violence: Edtiousness, Susceptibility, and Mass
Media Networks.’American Journal of Sociology06(1): 173-208.

Myers, Daniel J., and Beth Schaefer Caniglia. 2084 the Rioting that’s Fit to Print: Selection
Effects in National Newspaper Coverage of Civil@aers, 1968-1969.American
Sociological Review9(4): 519-43.

Oberschall, Anthony. 1973Social Conflict and Social MovemenEnglewood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice Hall.

. 1993. Social Movements: Ideologies, Interests, and ItiestiNew Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction.

Oliver, Pamela E. 1989. “Bringing the Crowd BackThe Nonorganizational Elements of
Social Movements.Research in Social Movements, Conflict and Chdrigel-30.

.1993. “Formal Models of Collective Action&nnual Review of Sociolog®: 271-300.

Olson, Mancur. 1965The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and theory of Groups
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Pattillo-McCoy, Mary. 1998. “Church Culture as t@a$egy of Action in the Black Community.”
American Sociological Revie®B(6): 767-84.



Polletta, Francesca. 2008.Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest andiBos. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Roscigno, Vincent J., and William F. Danaher. 200edia and Mobilization: The Case of
Radio and Southern Textile Worker Insurgency, 11@2?9934.” American Sociological
Review66(1): 21-48.

Rule, James. 1988 heories of Civil ViolenceBerkeley: University of California Press.

Schwartz, Michael. 197®&Radical Protest and Social Structure: The Soutl&mmers' Alliance
and Cotton Tenancy, 1880-1898lew York: Academic Press.

Smelser, Neil. 196ZTheory of Collective BehavioNew York: Free Press.

Smith, Christian. 1996. "Correcting a Curious Negler Bringing Religion Back In." Pp. 1-46
in Disruptive Religionedited by Christian Smith. New York: Routledge.

Smith, Jackie. 200&ocial Movements for Global Democra8altimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins
University Press.
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